
    
 2012 2013  2014 2015 YTD
  Domestic Violence Hotline Calls 1542 1508 1532 820
  Sexual Assault Hotline Calls 208 183 198 106
  Civil Legal Assistance Cases 134 170 204 166
  Crisis Counseling Hours 1380 1919 1801 1444
  Sexual Assault New Victims 175 209 226 157
  Victim Services Counseling Hours 3011 3267 4185 1080
  Justice System Advocacy Hours 4264 5572 4900 2016
 School/Community Presentations 313 363 302 129
       Total Attendees 11,689 11,583 9979 3568
  Total Volunteer Hours 15,749 12,136 8853 3077

Services Statistics Current Needs
1 Trash Bags
 kitchen size

2 Diapers
 in sizes 2,3 & 4

3 Paper Towels

FALL 2015

Access to Civil Justice Can Prevent Violent Crime
 Imagine being over 60 years of age, married for 40+ 
years, and you make a decision to contact The Center for 
Abuse and Rape Emergencies, Inc. (C.A.R.E.) for the first 
time. This woman came to shelter because she was in fear 
that her husband was going to blow her up. She did not 
have access to the family finances and did not have an 
attorney.  There was not a history of law enforcement 
reports or a criminal history on the books, so it was highly 
unlikely a permanent injunction would be the outcome, in 
spite of her fears for her life. 
 Domestic violence is about power and control. An 
abuser with funds can easily hire an attorney; a victim 
without access to funds has no representation. At C.A.R.E. 
we offer civil legal services by providing a civil attorney, 
who helps persons who need protection from violence, or 
by restoring and assuring rights to those who have been 
victimized. In this case, our attorney was successful 
securing protection for our client in the court, and 
confiscation of weapons was ordered. Law enforcement 
went to the home and found the abuser had an arsenal of 
91 guns and extensive bomb-making equipment on the 
property. If this victim has not been able to get legal 
representation, consider what might have happened to her, 
or her neighbors.
 There is a real need for civil legal services in our 
Charlotte County community. People who are indigent, 
struggling to make a living, or being victimized, and who 
do not have access to legal services, or may not trust the 
judicial system may opt to take matters into their own 
hands to settle differences. This can lead to disastrous, 
often violent, results.

 C.A.R.E. is the only Crime Victims Services Center in 
Charlotte County. C.A.R.E. works to secure funding to 
ensure legal and social services are available to help 
victims cope with and recover from victimization. 
Advocates assist victims with: court advocacy; crimes 
compensation for medical and mental health expenses; 
and accompaniment to depositions. Each year in Charlotte 
County, more than 1000 residents request orders of 
protection from violence. Other types of issues requiring 
legal resolution are child custody, landlord issues and 
divorces. Individuals who are victims of domestic 
violence, sexual assault and stalking depend on access to 
affordable civil legal services to help save their lives. 
 C.A.R.E. victim advocates in the Charlotte County 
Sheriff’s Office, Punta Gorda Police Department and the 
local office of the State Attorney, along with a contract 
attorney to handle civil legal issues, are in place to 
represent victims who otherwise would not have a voice. 
Our agency is able to intervene in violent or potentially 
violent crime and prevent crimes from happening by giving 
indigent and underprivileged people access to civil justice.
 As we observe Domestic Violence Awareness Month 
during October, we want to raise awareness about how 
important it is to ensure access to civil legal intervention to 
prevent violence. There truly is a need in our community 
for affordable legal services for every person. As you read 
this, please commit to share this information, and if you 
know a victim of violence who needs help, encourage 
them to make a call to C.A.R.E. and ask for legal 
assistance.  Hotline numbers are 941-627-6000 for Punta 
Gorda-Port Charlotte and 941-475-6465 for Englewood.



 This question comes up often when our C.A.R.E. 
advocates are out doing outreach talks throughout the 
community.  There is no easy answer or unique reason why 
a victim of domestic violence does not leave.  A question 
that does not often get asked is, "Why does the abuser 
continue to disrespect and abuse her?"  A victim suffers in 
silence and is often ashamed of what is happening.  And 
people can be judgmental about situations they do not 
understand.  Who better to answer this question than a 
victim of violence who did leave?  The quotes below are 
from survivors who did leave, and have shared their stories.  
The situations described are the same that our C.A.R.E. 
advocates hear from our clients who are seeking help.
 One reason to stay is family and fear of losing custody 
of your children.  Over the years, "I considered leaving 
several times. But one thing stopped me: my two children. 
I was very concerned that if I did leave, I wouldn’t get full 
custody. I was afraid of what would happen if he were left 
alone to look after them. It seemed safer to stay. At least, I 
thought, I could protect them if I was there."  There is 
societal pressure to keep families intact, and when times are 
good in the relationship "you feel such a sense of relief that 
you are indeed grateful to your abuser."
 But as time passed, "I was growing concerned about 
how my children were being affected by witnessing the 
abuse. My son, who was 9, started repeating things he 
heard his father say. He had heard those words over and 
over. I didn’t want him to grow up like that. And I was 
afraid of what my daughter was internalizing about how 
she deserved to be treated."
 I told him I was going to leave. He threw around threats 
and used the children as pawns. He said he would sue me 
for full custody, keeping me from seeing the children at all. 
Because I had gone to therapy, he would prove that I wasn’t 
a fit mother. He said if I left the house I would be forfeiting 
my right to the property. He said he’d take everything from 
me. I had nothing to prove he had been abusive, since most 
of his intimidation had been verbal. There were no 
domestic violence arrests. There were no emergency room 
visits or police reports. It was my word against his."He 
stalled on leaving. I could tell things were ramping up. I 
just wanted to get out. I didn’t understand how much 
danger I was in. He was calm. Something had changed. He 
walked out and came back with a gun."

Why Doesn't She Just Leave?
 "I was sitting in a chair, putting on my shoes when I 
saw him in the doorway. He said, “I love you too much to 
live without you,” and aimed for my head. I stood up and 
the bullet hit me in the chest. I ran past him and away as he 
continued shooting me. The final shot in my back 
narrowly missed my heart. He killed himself at the scene. 
Both my children were home and witnessed everything."
 She is now free of the abuser.  “Witnessing the 
shooting left my daughter severely depressed. She cycles 
in and out of being suicidal despite medication. My son 
has recurring nightmares that a monster is in our house and 
he goes from neighbor to neighbor trying to get help but no 
one is home. He refuses to talk about his dad in any way 
and has episodes of depression. Anxiety and panic attacks 
are par for the course.  I am proactive about therapy for 
them, but with history like this, they are so vulnerable. 
Vulnerable to being in abusive relationships or abusing 
themselves, vulnerable for drug use and high-risk 
behaviors. They will have to actively fight this legacy their 
entire lives."
 This survivor does not have to worry about the abuser 
coming after her any longer.  In another case, a victim who 
did leave with the help of family members also filed for a 
protection order.  "He thought he was 100 percent in 
control of me, and that he would have that control forever. 
But he was wrong. I escaped. When I returned to our town 
a few weeks later, I had a new place to live. I never 
returned to him."
 Leaving means victims are at the highest risk of being 
killed by their abusive partners.  It is a dangerous time. 
"Once he lost his sense of control over me, things 
escalated. He immediately began stalking me. He would 
drive by my house. Call me over and over and describe 
how he would kill me.  Eventually he went to prison for 
aggravated stalking. He’s there now. Since he’s been 
inside, he has told inmates that he is planning to kill me as 
soon as he gets out and that they will see him on the news 
one day soon. He was also caught trying to solicit inmates 
to murder me for $50,000. He will be eligible for parole in 
12 months.  I left him, but I’m still terrified. No one should 
have to live like this."
 This is reality for victims.  Do you still wonder why 
she doesn't just leave?
Source: The Huffington Post - Six Domestic Violence Survivors 
Explain Why It's Never That Simple, 09/12/2014

Circle of Compassion Champion
“My parents raised me and my three brothers to 
be polite and respectful of women.  I am close to 
C.A.R.E. and I appreciate the help available to
victims.  I do not understand why some people
think violence is an answer to problems.  I made a
long-term gift so C.A.R.E. can continue its work
as long as there is a need.”       ~ Bob Clendenin

Consider leaving a gift that will 
cost you nothing today - make a 

provision in your will to grow 
our C.A.R.E. Endowment Fund.



Recent

Upcoming

Ongoing
ReUse Stores

www.carefl.org/reuse-stores
Englewood

7070 Environmental Way
Port Charlotte

16975 Kenilworth Blvd.

Englewood Community 
Action Team

August 15, 2015

The Foot Landing Pub 
Run/Walk

Registration is free and starts 
at 6 PM, October 14, 2015

C.A.R.E. Table at TT Tiki Bar
– Sheraton Four Points

C.A.R.E. Auxiliary
Luncheon

River City Grill
in Punta Gorda

October 27, 2015 at noon

Purple Pinwheels for 
Domestic Violence

San Casa County Complex in 
Englewood

October 28, 2015

Domestic Violence
Awareness Month

Believe Luncheon - 
Englewood Event Center
October 28, 2015 at noon

C.A.R.E. Ball 2016
A Night in Old Havana

January 23, 2016

Penny Jaekle 
donated her 

50/50 winnings 
at Charlotte 

Harbor Rotary 
Trivia Challenge

Zonta Club of 
PG-PC gets ready 
to play August 
Trivia Challenge at 
the Cultural Center 

Paula Hess, 
Board Chair 

Emeritus, and 
friends get ready 
for the Charlotte 

Harbor Rotary 
Trivia Challenge

September Trivia Champs; Dianne 
Munson donates team winnings to 
Linda as Mark Payne, Charlotte 
Harbor Rotary President observes

Karen and 
Linda joined 

the United 
Way Day of 

Caring at 
Town Center 

Mall

"Happy Home" 
recipients of 
quilts made by 
the Evening 
Star Quilt 
Guild



YES, I would like to help survivors of violence in Charlotte County.
You can count on my support to help families stay safe.

□ $18 provides a 20-minute crisis hotline call for a victim of sexual assault
□ $23 sponsors a survivor safety/legal services screening with a paralegal
□ $50 provides a week’s supply of paper goods, laundry and cleaning supplies for the shelter
□ $90 supports private counseling services for a child victim
□ $121 provides for replacement of critical documents for a family of 4 (birth certificates, ID card)
□ $325 provides a consultation with a domestic violence attorney for injunctive representation

□ Other amount $______________ in honor of ______________________________________________________

For:   □ Birthday   □ Anniversary   □ Other occasion _______________________________________________
Your Name ______________________________________________ Email address _______________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________  City _____________________________State ______ Zip ____________
To make a credit card donation, please go to www.carefl.org OR 

□ Please bill my credit card.      □  VISA       □  MASTERCARD       □  DISCOVER       □  AMERICAN EXPRESS

Name on card _____________________________________________      CC# ___________________________________________________

Expiration Date _____/______   CW# _________        The Center for Abuse and Rape Emergencies, Inc.  PO Box 510234, Punta Gorda, FL 33951-0234

 If a person feels helpless or hopeless in a relationship with an intimate partner, but has not experienced physical abuse, 
is that still abuse?  According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, emotional and/or mental abuse is 
often a precursor for physical abuse and should be taken as seriously.  When the abuse is not physical, it may be much 
harder for victims to understand they are involved in an abusive relationship.  Emotional abuse can also leave lasting 
scars. If you think your spouse or partner is abusive, review the warning signs in this article and contact the C.A.R.E 
Hotline for help.

Signs of Emotional Abuse:
1. Humiliation – a partner makes the other person feel put down, ashamed, degraded, ridiculed or embarrassed; may
claim the comments are a joke and the victim is too sensitive
2. Economic Abuse – taking power by controlling or withholding money so a partner/spouse has no access to income
without asking the abuser for money; interfering with ability to maintain a job by sabotaging childcare or transportation
3. Domination - scolds or chastises victim; belittles goals and dreams; focuses on shortcomings and faults to build
insecurities in victims; telling victims only the abuser will "accept" and "love" them
4. Blame and Unreasonable Expectations - abusers make themselves appear to be absolutely perfect; they expect their
victims to live up to their expectations while the victims do not feel they can meet the expectations

There is no way to tell for sure if someone is experiencing domestic violence.  People who are abused and battered 
come in all sizes, colors, economic classes, sexes and ages.  Most people experiencing relationship violence do not tell 
others what is going on. If you are a victim, or fear for a friend or family member, absolutely tell that person you care. 
Believe them when they do speak.  Listen without judging, condemning or giving unwanted advice.  Suggest contacting 
C.A.R.E. Victim Services Center in order to be safe and find confidential help. Call 941-627-6000 for Port
Charlotte-Punta Gorda and 941-475-6465 for Englewood.

Warning Signs of an Abusive Relationship 

The Interior Design Society of Fort Myers, FL is undertaking a very generous 
project. These dedicated design professionals have committed their time and 
resources to the C.A.R.E. Kitchen Remodel Project. This 
community-engagement initiative was launched during their National 
Conference to create a cheerful and uplifting living environment for our shelter 
residents. We are incredibly grateful.  Thank you from C.A.R.E


